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Dear Friends,

We welcome you to another wonderful year of program offerings from the Lillian and 
Philip Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning. In the Hebrew year 5775, there is truly 
something for everyone in the Cooperman Academy.  

Single lectures from inspiring guests, and multi-session 
classes offered by new and returning faculty, make up 
the heart of our program. Live from the 92nd Street 
Y broadcasts will take place in the fall and spring. Our 
Shabbat scholars in residence - this year with a focus 
on learning about and connecting to Israel - will inspire 
and enlighten during their anticipated visits. 

In addition, the Florence Melton School for Adult 
Jewish Learning has a new home in South Palm Beach 
County, and that home is B’nai Torah! Penina Bredoff 

joins the staff of the Cooperman Academy as our Melton Site Director, and questions about 
Melton can be directed to her at Melton@bnai-torah.org.

We also want to note and emphasize our continually growing partnership with local 
universities, as we welcome back the always popular Professor Robert Watson for a December 
lecture. We will also welcome, for the first time, FAU Professor of History Miriam Sanua 
Dalin, who will teach a weekly class on Mondays in the fall. We are pleased that our Hebrew 
language classes are expanded as well.  

Registration will take place at the first session of each class. Most classes are free for members, 
for some a small donation is requested. Separate registration is required for Melton at 
www.meltonschool.org. Non-members are welcome; tuition information is in this brochure.  
Consider becoming a benefactor of the Academy to support this important endeavor.  

We extend our gratitude to Amy and Fred Weiss (the Cooperman Academy is named in 
honor of Amy’s parents, of blessed memory) for their continued support of this ever-evolving 
enterprise. We also thank Allison Sherman and Claudia Sternberg for their expert design of 
this publication, Avi Whiting for looking after the Academy’s scheduling, and Zena Gruda for 
stepping into the role of adult education coordinator.    

We look forward to a great year of adult learning at B’nai Torah Congregation!

B’shalom,

Rabbi David Steinhardt  Rabbi David Englander



B’nai Torah is proud to serve as the new home of 
the Melton School in South Palm Beach County. 

Are you looking for a profound understanding of 
what it means to be Jewish? The Florence Melton 
School of Adult Jewish Learning is the largest 
pluralistic adult Jewish education network in the 
world. With 50 locations in North America, Great 
Britain, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand 
and Hong Kong, the Melton School sets the 
standard for high-quality, text-based, interactive 
Jewish study by offering world-class curriculum 
that informs and inspires adult learners from all 
knowledge levels and backgrounds. Join us to 
explore the texts of our tradition and discover 
how they relate to us today.

While it is recommended that students new 
to Melton begin with the “Year 1 Core Class”, 
all adult Jewish learners can benefit from any 
Melton class. If the class you want to sign up 
for is full, or if a class schedule does not fit with 
yours, please e-mail Penina Bredoff, Melton 
Site Director, at melton@bnai-torah.org or call 
(561) 392-8566 ext. 335 and let her know, 
so you can be among the first to know of new 
class offerings when they are made available.  

Two-hour “Year 1 Core classes” ($500 plus 
materials with $100 discount to the first 20 
students) and several Graduate classes ($250 
plus materials) are offered throughout the year.
Scholarships are available.

Please visit www.meltonschool.org for detailed 
information about classes and to register.

Year 1 - Core class Mondays @ 7:00 - 9:15 pm
(Beginning Oct. 20) 
Instructors: Rabbi Steinhardt, Rabbi Englander 
and Dr. Leon Weissberg                   (25 lessons)
or
Year 1 - Core class Tuesdays @ 9:30 - 11:45 am
(Beginning Oct. 21) 
Instructors: Rabbi Steinhardt and Marion 
Hirschmann                                      (25 lessons)             

Mysticism and Kabbalah 
Tuesdays @ 1:00 pm (Beginning Oct. 21)
Instructor: Marion Hirschmann        (10 lessons)              

Beyond Borders: The History of the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict Mondays @ 1:00 pm (Beginning Dec. 1)
Instructor: Dr. Leon Weissberg         (10 lessons)

Shemot I – From Slavery to Sinai 
Thursdays @ 1:00 pm (Beginning Jan. 8)
Instructor: Sandra Lillienthal            (10 lessons)            

Jewish Denominations Tuesdays @ 10:45 am
This class is full, new classes are forming!           

Mysticism and Kabbalah Thursdays @ 10:30 am
This class is full, new classes are forming!           

For their generous support of our Melton 
program, B’nai Torah is deeply grateful to:
. Ms. Beatrice Mayer
. Melanie Jacobson and Michael Coleman - in memory  
  of their beloved mother Lane Colemanz”l

Come for the learning. 
Stay for the community.

Adult Learning for 
The Wondering Jew 

 

You  
didn’t stop 

learning 
anything else 
at age 13, so 

why this? 

You  
didn’t stop 

learning 
anything else 
at age 13, so 

why this? 

For the latest Melton offerings, please visit www.meltonschool.org or contact melton@bnai-torah.org.
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Ari Shavit: My Promised Land
December 3, 2014 - 7:30 pm 

Howard Levy and Allison Funk: Spooky Action 
at a Distance
December 10, 2014 - 7:30 pm

Stuart Ain: The Living Memories Project: Legacies 
That Last
January 21, 2015 - 7:30 pm

Amy Eilberg: From Enemy To Friend
February 23, 2015 - 7:00 pm

For Author Forum and Concert tickets, please call the Synagogue 
at (561) 392-8566 or visit www.bnai-torah.org.

Concert Series 2015
The Power of Piyut: Emil Zrihan
January 14 - 7:30 pm - Main Sanctuary

Songs of Wonder: Basya Shechter 
& Cantor Arianne Brown
January 28 - 7:30 pm - Eleanorz”l and 
Paul Weiner Cultural Center

The Jewish Harmony Cantors
February 11 - 7:30 pm - Main Sanctuary

Duo Re’im
February 25 - 7:30 pm - Eleanorz”l and 
Paul Weiner Cultural Center

America’s Musical Jewish Legends
March 11 - 7:30 pm - Main Sanctuary

Author Forum 2015



Scholar-in-Residence Series
Be on the lookout for more details and information about our exciting programs:

Ron Kronish 
Founder and director of the 
Interreligious Coordinating 
Council in Israel
October 20, 2014 - 2:00 pm

Avi Melamed 
Middle East Strategic Intelligence 
Analyst, former Israeli Senior 
Official on Arab Affairs 
October 25, 2014 - 11:00 am* 

Donniel Hartman 
President of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute in Jerusalem 
November 12, 2014 - 7:30 pm

Linda Gradstein 
National Public Radio’s Israel 
correspondent 
November 15, 2014 - 11:00 am*

Gidi Grinstein
Founder and President of The 
Reut Institute, a Tel-Aviv based 
nonprofit/nonpartisan institution 
November 22, 2014 - 11:00 am*

Ari Shavit
Leading Israeli columnist 
and writer, author of 
My Promised Land 
December 3, 2014 - 7:30 pm

Daniel Matt 
Kabbalah scholar and professor at 
the Graduate Theological Union in 
Berkeley 
January 24, 2015 - 11:00 am*

Maggie Anton 
Award-winning author of historical 
fiction series “Rashi’s Daughters” 
and “Rav Hisda’s Daughter.” 
January 30, 2015 - 5:00 pm

Rabba Sara Hurwitz 
Dean of Yeshivat Maharat, part of 
the rabbinic staff at the Hebrew 
Institute of Riverdale 
February 21, 2015 - 11:00 am*

Rabbi Amy Eilberg 
First woman to be ordained as a 
Rabbi by the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America 
February 23, 2015 - 7:00 pm

* During Shabbat morning services - times might vary. 5
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Monday

Modern Jewish Civilization 
Instructor: Dr. Miriam Sanua Dalin

11:00 am - 12:30 pm
December 1, 8, 15, 22; January 5, 12

Golden Land? The American 
Jewish Experience from 1654 to 
Our Days: Over a period of 360 
years, the Jewish community of 
the United States grew from a 
tiny handful to one of the largest, 
wealthiest, most creative, and 
most influential and in many ways 

the most integrated community that we have seen 
in thousands of years of Jewish history. How did 
it get that way, what challenges does that present 
and where is it headed now? We will give special 
attention to the period since the end of World 
War II, when the US itself became a superpower 
and American Jews alone were left with sudden 
responsibility of rebuilding communities abroad 
and fostering the new State of Israel. 

Understanding American Jewish History
Instructor: Richard Birdie

1:00 pm 
December 15; January 26; March 9
*Wednesday, February 18

Meeting just before our monthly Hazak seniors 
program, all are welcome to this popular class 
taught by a veteran educator on how the American 
Jewish experience changed as our nation grew. 
Topics include: Jewish Slaveholders in the Antebellum 
South; Northern Jews Favor Abolitionism; the Jewish 
Billy Yank; The Jewish Johnny Reb, and more!   

Conversations with our Senior Rabbi
Rabbi David Steinhardt

2:00 pm 
November 3; December 1; January 5; 
February 2; March 2  

Reflections on Torah and life.

Enhancing your Spiritual Life 
through Prayer and Meditation  
Instructor: Dr. Suzanne Stier

10:30 am - 12:00 noon
January 26; February 2, 9, 23; March 2, 9

We will explore the search 
for meaning in our Jewish 
lives. Having a prayer 
and meditation practice 
can deepen our sense 
of meaning and help us 
engage with the Divine.

This class will be experiential... practicing 
meditation and visualization, learning about 
prayer and the space to have dialogue and 
conversation about the importance of Judaism 
in our lives. 



Tuesday

Lunch and Learn
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Every Tuesday: Oct. 21, 2014 - May 18, 2015 
(except Dec. 23, 30 and April 7)
 
Join Rabbis, Cantors, and special guest educators 
every Tuesday at noon for an hour of learning. 
Come each week or just once in a while – all are 
welcome to this popular weekly class.   
Special Lunch and Learn Sessions:
December 2: B’nai Torah member Bernie Weiss 
presents the story of an extraordinary sefer Torah and 

how its journey intertwines with that 
of his family. The arc of this narrative 
stretches from the town of Brozzow, 
Poland all the way to Boca Raton, Florida. 
Join in this moving account of many 
fateful twists and turns, all leading to 
an unexpected and beautiful final stop 
in the travels of this special Torah scroll.

March 18: Three Hundred and Sixty Years of 
American Jewish History, shared by Lillian Hassman, 
Gallery Educator representing the National Museum 
of American Jewish History. Sail back in time for 
a story that begins with the arrival of first small 

settlement of Jews in 1654. 
Learn about the diverse 
backgrounds, expectations, 
and experiences of Jews who 
made their homes in the 
United States over a time 
span of 360 years. View 

slides showing a sampling of the Museum’s more  
than 30,000 artifact collection representing the broad 
spectrum of American Jewish life.  

Beginning Hebrew Reading 
Daytime Class
Instructor: Heni Galel

1:15 pm
November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16; 
January 6, 13, 20, 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24 

Using the prayer book as a guide, this course 
will start with letter and vowel recognition. 
All beginning readers are welcome.  

Ulpan Hebrew I
Instructor: Heni Galel

2:15 pm
November 4, 11, 18, 25; December 2, 9, 16; 
January 6, 13, 20, 27; February 3, 10, 17, 24  

Give yourself the gift of one hour a week and 
learn to converse in Hebrew! Taught in the 
Ulpan method by a master educator. Basic 
Hebrew reading ability is required.

7
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Wednesday

Portraits of the Sages Who 
Formed Judaism
Instructor: Rabbi Jack Riemer

11:15 am 
December 3, 10, 17, 24; January 7, 14, 21, 
28

We will look together at some of the most 
important figures of the Talmudic era and 
their impact on the way we practice our 
tradition to this day. Their personalities are 
fascinating, their commitment to the Jewish 
future is extraordinary, and what they 
taught is timeless. The Sages we will study 
are: Hillel, Yochanan Ben Zackai, Rabbi 
Akiba, Elisha ben Abuya, Rabbi Meir and 
Beruriah, Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Ishmael, 
and Rabbi Hananya ben Teradion.  

The New Left Bank—
Contemporary Jewish Authors 
Living and Working in Brooklyn
Instructor: Paul Berman

11:15 am
February 4, 11, 18, 25; March 4, 11

Brooklyn is now a major American literary center 
for 21st century writers living and working there, 
including Gary Shteyngart, Jonathan Safran 
Foer, Nathan Englander, Nicole Krauss, Jonathan 
Lethem, and Adelle Waldman. This course will 
explore what these authors are writing about, 
how they interact with each other, and their 
approach to Jewish issues.

Paul Berman has an MA in English from CUNY and 
completed extensive post-graduate studies at NYU, 
specializing in modern literature. He taught English 
part-time at Rutgers University for many years and 
currently teaches at Rutgers University’s Lifelong 
Learning Institute. 

“Nothing makes me 
happier and nothing 
makes me sadder 
than you.”

Nicole Krauss
The History of Love



Thursday

Beginning Hebrew Reading 
Evening Class
Instructor: Yardena Barzilay

7:00 pm
October 23 through January 15, 2014 
(No class on November 27, December 25)  

Yardena is a gifted and enthusiastic teacher 
who will take students from little or no letter 
recognition to competent reading of Hebrew 
in a semester’s time. Join candidates for 
conversion and congregants alike to fulfill your 
goal of finally learning to read Hebrew, or to 
improve on a rudimentary Hebrew reading ability.   

Jewish Healing Circle 
Instructors: Sue Gurland and Tuviah

7:30 - 9:30 pm
Oct. 2; Nov. 6; Dec. 4; Jan. 8; Feb. 5; 
Mar. 5; Apr. 2; May 7; Jun. 4

As humans, we are all in need of healing. As 
friends, caregivers, family members, and planetary 
citizens, we can pray for ourselves and all those 
in need of healing. Let us come together to form 
a healing community through prayer, reflection 
and song in our tradition.

Introduction to Judaism 
Instructors: Rabbi David Englander and 
       Rabbi Robert Silvers

8:00 - 9:00 pm
Starting October 23rd (full schedule to be 
provided at the beginning of the class)

In association with the Palm Beach County Board 
of Rabbis, we are proud to once again offer a 
comprehensive Introduction to Judaism program. 
The class is open to anyone looking to become 
better acquainted with the basic concepts and 
practices of our tradition, including, but certainly 
not limited to, candidates for conversion and 
their significant others.  

9
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Friday

Rabbi David Steinhardt Teaches Parashat HaShavuah
8:00 am 
Ongoing (except for holiday weekends)  

Join Rabbi Steinhardt to study the weekly Torah portion. This is an 
excellent opportunity to connect to the lessons, commentaries, and 
messages of the Torah, through conversations with our Senior Rabbi. 

Shabbat Torah Study with Morley Goldberg

Approximately 9:45 am
Every Shabbat beginning November 22, 2014 ending March 14, 2015

Each one-hour session, held in the Nathan Library during the reading of the Torah, is an eclectic mix 
of participative study of each week’s parashat, drawing on the works of the ancient commentators 
(Rashi, Nachmanides, ibn Ezra, Maimonides) and the moderns (Leibowitz, Sacks, Kass, Zornberg, 
Artson). We will explore the great themes of the Torah, and study the meaning of individual letters. 
No prerequisites other than your interest, and the class will end in time for the Rabbi’s sermon.

Saturday

Dare to Defy… Let’s Talk About Marriage
Instructor: Dr. Tobi Richman Steinhardt

9:30 am 
(Two-part class) February 20 & 27

A conversation and study from sources 
about women and marriage; looking 
at contemporary issues and Bruria texts.



Sunday

2014 Global Day of Jewish Learning
Heroes, Villains, Saints and Fools: The People in the Book 
10:30 am - 12:00 noon
Sunday, November 16
 
The Global Day of Jewish Learning brings Jewish people 
together once a year to celebrate our shared Jewish texts through 
community based learning. The guiding values of the Global Day 
of Jewish Learning are: fostering Jewish unity, empowering 
individuals through increased Jewish knowledge, and creating 
meaningful shared experiences. There is no charge to attend. 

For more information, please visit www.theglobalday.org.
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The Life and Art of Norman Rockwell 
Instructors: Phyllis and Dr. Norman Stoltz

7:00 pm
Sunday, February 8
 
Plan to participate in a rare opportunity to gain 
insight into one of the foremost and popular 
American artists of the 20th Century from personal 
friends and admirers of Norman Rockwell. Dr. Stoltz 
is the author of 5 books and many magazine articles 
on the artist, as well as a founder of the The Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Philadelphia. Utilizing projected 
images and a wealth of knowledge, the Stoltzes are 
sure to provide a new and fascinating perspective 
to the images from The Saturday Evening Post and 
elsewhere that we recognize and continue to enjoy.  
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Cooking Fast and Slow
Mario Batali and Mark Bittman with Sam Sifton
Sunday, October 12, 7:00 pm

Mark Bittman - the beloved New York Times 
food writer and author of the mega selling 

How to Cook 
Everything - 
joins his friend, 
master chef 
Mario Batali, for 
a gastronaut’s 
tête-à-tête.

Mario celebrates slow food in his new book, 
America Farm to Table, which pays homage to 
American farmers with brilliant recipes created 
from their lovingly grown top-of-the-line 
produce. Bittman - who’s just revolutionized 
everyday cooking with his new magnum opus, 
How to Cook Everything Fast shares his genius 
for creating maximum flavor with ease in 
minimal time. Hear both sides!

World Religions: Spotlight on Judaism
Jack Miles, Susannah Heschel and Professor 
David Biale
Sunday, November 9, 7:30 pm

Can religion be defined? Join our award-winning 
scholars as they tell a new story: traveling from 

prehistory to 
the present day 
illuminating how 
world religions came 
to be acknowledged 
and studied, with 
a focus on Judaism. 

How has this great civilization and religion 
been absorbed and altered, understood and 
misunderstood?

There will be a book selling and book signing 
of The Norton Anthology of World Religions 
following the event.

America and Israel: The Way Forward
Dalia Rabin and Dennis Ross with Ethan Bronner
Thursday, December 4, 8:15 pm 

Join Dalia Rabin, the former Israeli Deputy 
Minister of Defense and current chairperson 

of the Yitzhak 
Rabin Center, 
and Ambassador 
Dennis Ross, who 
played a leading 
role in shaping US 
involvement in the 

Middle East peace process, for an enlightening 
discussion on the future of Israel. 

Live from NY’s 92nd Street Y™ 

Now in its tenth year, this program uses satellite 
technology to simultaneously broadcast 92Y’s 
renowned educational and cultural programming 
to community organizations across America.

Admission for the 92Y broadcasts: 
$5 members, $10 non-members. 
Payable at the door only.  
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Sid Caesar: Comedy Through Music
Instructor: Ira Epstein
Sunday, February 1 - 7:00 pm

Comedian Sid Caesar pioneered television 
sketch comedy when the medium was in its 
infancy. He showed the possibilities of using 
music for laughs on TV by taking many of the 
great classics of both symphonic and operatic 
music and making them fair game for his 
routines. This lecture will highlight some of 
his most celebrated television sketches that 
involved parody and pantomime all set to 
classical music as well as his lampooning rock-
n’roll performers and a pretentious “cool jazz.” 
Join this multi-media presentation promising 
an evening of reminiscing and laughter with 
clips and descriptions of one of America’s 
original television stars. 

Ira Epstein is a noted 
adult lecturer, and teaches 
on a wide variety of popular 
and historical subjects utilizing 
slide shows, audio clips, and 
archival footage.   

Lectures for Opera Lovers
Instructor: Dr. Joseph Gilbert 

Dr. Gilbert is a semi-retired physician and former 
research administrator. As a “fan” of classical music, 
he has recently concentrated on the interface of 
Judaic subjects and opera and music. He has lectured 
on subjects such as Felix Mendelssohn, his music and 
legacy: French Opera and Anti-Semitism, Jewish Folk 
Tales that became opera subjects, The Dybbuk and 
the Golem among other topics.

These lectures are presented in partnership with the 
Adolph and Rose Levis JCC. 

Thursday, February 12 - 12:00 noon
Forbidden Music: When Great Art Meets Great Evil 
(Part I)

Tuesday, February 17 - 7:00 pm
Felix Mendelssohn: His Music and Jewish Heritage

Thursday, February 19 - 12:00 noon
Forbidden Music: When Great Art Meets Great Evil 
(Part II)

Tickets are not required for these presentations – a nominal 
donation is requested at the door to help support future 
educational offerings. 

At The Adolph and Rose Levis JCC:
Tuesday, February 10 - 7:30 pm
Portrayal of Jews in Opera Part 1

Wednesday, February 11 - 7:30 pm
Portrayal of Jews in Opera Part 2

To order tickets for the presentations at the Adolph and Rose 
Levis JCC, please call (561) 558-2520. For more information, 
visit www.levisjccc.org.

z
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Special 
     Music 
           Lectures

“MUSIC IS THE ART 
WHICH IS MOST NIGH 

TO TEARS AND MEMORY.”

       - OSCAR WILDE



Insights from Israel

Rabbi Ron Kronish   
October 20, 2014 - 2:00 pm
Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish serves as the founder 
and director of the Interreligious Coordinating 
Council in Israel. Born and raised in the U.S., he 
has lived in Jerusalem for 34 years. Educated at 
Brandeis University and at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, he also holds rabbinic 
ordination from the Hebrew Union College - 
Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Avi Melamed   
October 25, 2014 - 11:00 am*
Avi Melamed, former israeli senior official on 
arab affairs and former intelligence official and 
educator, currently serves as an independent 
middle east strategic intelligence analyst, 
regional expert and lecturer, specializing in the 
current affairs of the Arab and Muslim world and 
their impact on Israel and the region.

The Lillian and Philip Cooperman Academy 
for Adult Jewish Learning and B’nai Torah 
Congregation present a new series of lectures, 
art and information from and about Israel.

These have been very difficult times in Israel. 
We know that it is difficult to truly understand 
context, nuance, background and meaning of 

what  is reported in the media. And so we read 
as much as we can, we speak to people and 
we have the opportunity to hear from people 
representing various parts of Israeli society 
and the struggles being faced.

We invite you to join us to hear from speakers, 
thinkers, writers, and leaders from Israel.

Donniel Hartman   
November 12, 2014 - 8:00 pm
Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman is president of the 
Shalom Hartman Institute, and the director of 
its iEngage Project. He has a Ph.D. in Jewish 
philosophy from The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, a Master of Arts in political philosophy 
from New York University, a Master of Arts in 
religion from Temple University, and Rabbinic 
ordination from the Shalom Hartman Institute. 

Linda Gradstein   
November 15, 2014 - 11:00 am*
Linda Gradstein is the journalist who reports for 
PRI’s The World, AOL News and writes for Slate. 
Ms. Gradstein has covered important events in 
Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, such 
as the intifada, the mass immigration of Soviet 
immigrants to Israel, the leadership of Yasser 
Arafat, Hamas in Gaza, the Persian Gulf war, 
and major elections in Israel. Ms. Gradstein was 
the Israel correspondent for NPR News from 
1990 until 2009. *During Shabbat morning services - times might vary.14



 
These sessions alternate between text study 
with our rabbis and video presentations from 
the scholars of the Shalom Hartman Institute 
in Jerusalem. 

Topics: The Jewish People as a Tribal Family; 
The “Orthodox” Jewish Tribes; The “Liberal” 
Jewish Tribes; The Arab Palestinian Israeli 
Tribes; The North American Jewish Tribes

The Ma’aleh Film School: Exploring 
Contemporary Israeli Society
Instructors: Rabbi David Steinhardt and 
Dr. Tobi Richman Steinhardt
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 - 6:30 pm

In the heart of Jerusalem, a few blocks from 
Mea Sharim, is the Ma’aleh Film School, 
a 4-year program for new filmmakers. In 
beautifully crafted and painfully honest short 
new films, young adult Orthodox Israelis 
open their hearts. As they explore their family 
relationships, their aspirations, and try to 
navigate the modern world, we are invited 
to take the journey with them. Love, divorce, 
sex - it’s all there. And what we often find is 
that their messages are at once familiar and 
foreign, particular and universal.

Come watch and discuss together with Rabbi 
David Steinhardt and Dr. Tobi Steinhardt.

Films to be determined. Look for updates and 
additional information on our website and 
upcoming fliers. 

Gidi Grinstein   
November 22, 2014 - 11:00 am*
Founder and President of the Reut Institute, a 
non-profit and non-partisan organization that 
works to be one of the most effective forces of 
change in Israel and the Jewish world. He holds 
a Masters degree in Public Policy from Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Government as 
a Wexner-Israel Fellow and Bachelors degrees 
in Economics and Law from Tel Aviv University.

iEngage- A Project of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute
The Tribes of Israel: A Shared 
Homeland for a Divided People
January 6, 13,20, 27, February 3, 10, 17, 24, 
March 4, 11

The second iEngage Video Lecture Series 
confronts the challenge of creating a Jewish 
and democratic public space in the modern 
State of Israel—a shared common space for 
a people divided along “tribal” affiliations: 
religious, ideological, national, and geographic. 
What is the significance of the State of 
Israel as a Jewish public sphere? How does a 
people divided along religious, geographic, 
and ideological lines build a shared society? 
The Tribes of Israel begins a conversation 
to restructure the relationship between 
the collective and the individual tribes that 
comprise Israel.  

15*During Shabbat morning services - times might vary.



Special Presentation
Dr. Robert Watson
December 17 - 12:00 noon
 

A great friend of the Palm 
Beach County Jewish and 
pro-Israel community, B’nai 
Torah is proud to welcome 
back this immensely popular 
and uniquely gifted lecturer. 
Dr. Watson, Professor 
of American Studies at 

Lynn University and noted author, columnist, 
and media contributor, will regale, inform 
and entertain, and as always take all of our 
questions on presidents and politics, no doubt 
including his hero, Harry Truman. 

Women’s League Shabbat  - 
featuring renown author Maggie Anton
January 30, 2015 - 5:00 pm 

Munch and Mingle with book signing (books 
will be available for purchase).

January 31, 2014 - 11:00 am*

Maggie Anton will speak 
during Shabbat services and 
at the Women’s League 
luncheon following services. 
Reservations are required for 
the luncheon. Please register 
at www.WLBTC.org.

Rabbi Amy Eilberg - From Enemy 
to Friend: An Interfaith Path to Peace
February 23 - 7:00 pm 

Rabbi Amy Eilberg, noted 
speaker and author and 
the first woman to be 
ordained as a rabbi by 
the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, will 
be our guest teacher.

 
Following the presentation, there will be 
a book signing and refreshments. Books will 
be available for purchase that evening in the 
Judaica shop.
 
This special program is sponsored by Women’s 
League of B’nai Torah Congregation.

Other Learning Opportunities

16
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Conversational Hebrew  
with Master Educator Yardena Barzilay

1:00 pm 
Mondays starting October 20

Join an interactive and fun class to improve 
your spoken Hebrew. All beginner and 
intermediate students welcome. For more 
information, or if you are interested in an 
evening or a Sunday class, please contact 
Yardena at yardb10@gmail.com   

Tuition for this 12 week experiential 
class is $100 for members and 
$150 for non-members.  

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Did you miss out on having a bar or bat 
mitzvah? Join dozens of other adults who 
have celebrated an adult bar or bat mitzvah 
through guided preparation of Haftarah 
& Torah reading, as well as leading the 
Shabbat service. Mark the occasion with 
your B’nai Torah community at a Shabbat 
service. A $1000 fee covers individual and 
group instruction to help each student 
reach the goal of an adult bar or bat 
mitzvah. Please contact Rabbi Englander 
if you are interested. 
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The Isidor & Rose Wagner Institute 
for Leadership Development

March 15 - 1:00 - 6:00 pm

*Advance registration necessary, details 
to follow.

The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America (JTS), in partnership with B’nai 
Torah Congregation, presents an incredible 
opportunity to study with some of JTS’s 
world-class faculty. Reserve this afternoon 
for this very special learning opportunity as 
we welcome JTS scholars to our community 
for the day. More information to follow. 

Reading Torah
Are you interested in learning how to read 
Torah? Please contact Rabbi Englander as 
a class is in formation. 
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Class Registration
All Cooperman Academy classes (except 
where otherwise noted) are free for 
members of B’nai Torah Congregation. 
Non-members are also welcome at a 
fee of $10 per single-session class, $50 

for one recurring class, and $100 for 

unlimited classes. 

 
Registration for multi-session classes will 
take place at the first session of each 
recurring class, and at each single-session 
class. A minimum number of participants 
is required for all recurring classes.  

Questions? 
Please contact Zena Gruda at (561) 392-8566 
ext. 306 or zenag@bnai-torah.org or visit us at
 www.bnai-torah.org/adult_education.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone to go to our website!



Benefactor Form

In order for B’nai Torah Congregation to continue offering an extensive selection 
of free classes to our members, please consider becoming a BENEFACTOR of our

Lillian & Philip Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning
LEVELS: Platinum ($108); Gold ($72); Silver ($36); Copper ($18)

Your name will be listed in the Chai magazine. Please use the donation form below.

Lillian & Philip Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning Benefactor Form
Please return this form and payment to B’nai Torah Congregation 

6261 SW 18th Street, Boca Raton, Florida 33433

 Ms./Mrs./Mr./Dr.    First Name   Last Name

 Address

 City        State    Zip

 Phone       E-mail

Are you a B’nai Torah member:  Yes         No             Total amount: $ 

  Check (Please make checks payable to “B’nai Torah Congregation”) Check #:                                                     

Please charge my:   AMEX  MasterCard        VISA

Name on Card:

Card Number:                     
                

Expiration Date (Month/Year):     /               CCV (3 or 4 digits):   

Billing Address (if different from above): 

 Signature (if payment by credit card)
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